Animal Fencing Techniques 

	

	Because deer can jump, the fence needs to be constructed high and at an angle to deter them.


Fencing is the only sure-fire way to keep wild and domestic animals out of a prized garden. Although it can be expensive to keep out large animals, such as deer, it may be the only way to protect your yard from costly damage. Here are some points to keep in mind: 

· Check local ordinances on building fences. Large fences may block desired views or violate codes.

· Lightweight fencing is less obtrusive than solid fencing, but provides protection only from certain animals.

· Fences work best when the animal doesn't know what it's protecting. A hungry animal that knows food is available will try harder to get through any fence. Solid fences provide a visual block so they don’t know what they're missing.

· Electric fences are more expensive and need maintenance, but they make less of an impact on your view and can be more effective than solid fences.

· Electric fences work best if animals know they are "hot". Smear peanut butter on the fence as soon as you put it up to entice animals to get shocked. They'll be less likely to test the fence again. Keep vegetation from touching the fence. It will reduce its charge or ground it out.

· Build the fence to fit the animal. Below is a list of animals with design tips to foil them.

Deer
Deer are probably tops on the list of many homeowners. Because deer can jump, the fence needs to be constructed high and at an angle to deter them. There are many design variations for deer barriers available from game wardens. One effective option is an 8- to 10-foot-tall fence slanted at a 45 degree angle in the direction deer are most likely to come. It will make them think twice about jumping. Keep the fence snug to the ground, because deer can also wiggle under fences. 

Electric fences baited with peanut butter and solid fences that block the view to a food source also work well. 

Cats and Dogs
Build a wire mesh fence 3-feet high anchored with sturdy posts. Cats probably won't climb over, and most dogs can't knock it over. Bend the base of the fence outward to form a 2-foot wide apron along the ground to discourage dogs from digging under it. 

Rabbit
Exclude rabbits with a 2-foot-tall chicken wire fence that has 1-inch diameter holes. To prevent them from digging under, curve the bottom of the fence 90 degrees to create an apron a foot or so wide, and bury it several inches deep. 

Woodchuck
Like raccoons and opossums, woodchucks are good climbers, so any fence will have to be unattached at the top 18 inches or have electric wire strung across the top to discourage these pests. The 4-foot tall fence should also have a 2-foot wide apron buried a few inches below the soil to stop them from burrowing under the fence. Electric fence placed a few inches outside a wire fence also helps. 

Tunneling Pests: Gophers, Chipmunks, Moles, etc.
These subterranean travelers have the advantage of being out of sight most of the time, and can do their dirty work of munching your plants undetected. In winter, they move beneath the snow and gnaw the bark off young tree trunks, and you often don’t discover the damage until spring. If your garden is plagued by any of these tunneling creatures, you can create cages or baskets to protect prized plants. Dig a 2- to 3-foot deep hole in the planting area and line the sides and bottom of the bed with wire mesh. Replace the soil and plant your garden. 

Protect tree trunks with wire mesh guards placed a few inches below the soil line and 2 feet up the trunk. Check the guards in the spring and fall, adjusting them to make room for tree growth and to be sure they are securely fastened. 

Raccoon & Opossum
These animals dig and climb, so this fence needs a floppy top and a barrier to digging. A 4-foot fence with the top 18 inches unattached will fall back on the climbing creature, keeping it from scaling the fence. To prevent them from tunneling under, curve the bottom of the fence 90 degrees to create a 2-foot wide apron, and bury it several inches deep. Placing and electric wire on top of a 3- to 4- foot-tall fence will also work. 

Raccoons and opossums don't like material that clings to their feet, so draping bird netting on the ground outside of the fence and keeping the grass mowed may also deter them. 

Coyote
Start with a perimeter electric fence. Add a sheep fence with another electric fence wire strung 8 inches off the ground and a few inches in front of the sheep fence. Since coyotes can jump, add an electric wire on top of the sheep fence as well. 

Bear
Bears can easily maul most fences, but they can be discouraged from entering an area they haven't explored yet. Since they don't like walking over chicken wire, lay a 3- to 4-foot wide swath of it on the ground and secure it well. Keep the area mowed. Electric fencing is effective if bears encounter the hot fence before they know about the food source on the other side



	Wandering Dogs


How to Stop Your Dog Wandering
As a dog owner, you MUST make sure that your dog is not able to wander off your property. This means that you must use one of the methods described below to keep your dog at home.

If you allow your dog to wander, it might be impounded, and you will have to pay a fee to collect your dog. It also runs the risk of being poisoned, injured or killed on the road.

If your dog causes damage, or injures a person or another animal while it is wandering, you can be made liable for this damage.

Ways to Confine your dog

Fences
The type of fence that you need will depend on the size and activity level of your dog. The dog must not be able to jump or climb over, dig under or push through the fence.

If your dog is climbing or jumping over the fence, you can add an inward sloping extension to the top of the fence. This works better than just trying to make the fence higher.

Alternatively, you can put up a low internal fence, about a metre in from your boundary fence. This stops the dog getting a “run up” at the fence, or getting into position to jump up the fence.

If the dog is digging out, you may need to dig a trench around the bottom of the fence and fill it with concrete, or attach a strip of chicken wire to the bottom of the fence and bury it.

Self Latching Gates

Self latching gates should be installed to prevent your dog from getting out accidentally.

Pen or Compound

When fencing the whole yard is difficult, dogs may be kept in a pen or compound. These need to be big enough for the size of your dog, and should be built in a quiet, sheltered area. Do not build the pen or compound near your neighbour’s fence or a busy footpath.

A concrete base is better than dirt as it is easier to keep clean and prevents digging out.

Dogs kept in a pen or compound MUST be exercised regularly.

Running Wire

This is a wire run between two supports. The dog is attached to the wire by a chain lead which slides along the wire, allowing the dog to walk up and down. DO NOT attach the wire to the fence, or close to the fence, as the dog may jump over the fence and strangle itself.

If the dog gets tangled around the supports, place a block near each end of the wire to prevent the dog getting too close to the supports.

If you use a running wire, you must still have proper fences to keep your dog in. You are not allowed to use a running wire as your only way of restraining your dog.

Tethering 
Tethering your dog on a rope or chain is not recommended, as the dog can easily get tangled. You must still have a proper fence even if your dog is tethered on a rope or chain.

Problems with confinement
Dogs which are not used to being confined, or which are confined for too long, may cause problems. They may begin to bark too much, or may damage property or injure themselves trying to escape.

To avoid these problems:

· Gradually get the dog used to confinement by keeping it in for short periods of time to begin with, first with the owner still at home and later when the owner goes out. Slowly increase the length of time in which the dog is confined.

· Play with the dog and feed it in its enclosure, so that it doesn’t think that the enclosure is a punishment.

· Make sure the enclosure is safe and secure.

· Place the enclosure in a quiet area of the property.

· Ensure that the dog has shelter, water, toys and is comfortable.

If the dog barks or tries to get out, give a firm command “No”. Praise the dog if it is quiet. Only let the dog out again when it is not barking. If your dog does not respond to commands, it may require further obedience training.

